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At the end of the year, however, his depredations were resumed,
but it was not till May 1902 that a force was once more des-
patched to subdue him, and again expelled him from the
Nogal; while following him up towards Mudug it was
attacked, thrown into confusion, and suffered so heavily that
the pursuit had to be given up.

It was now decided to undertake operations on a larger
scale, expel the Mullah from Mudug, and if possible round
him up by an operation to be carried out by two converging
columns from Berbera on the north and Obbia on the east coast
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of Somaliland. The total of the forces engaged amounted
to some 5000, General Manning being in supreme control of
the whole. The provision of camel transport was the main
difficulty to be overcome, and the impossibility of finding
enough animals was the real cause of the failure to achieve
complete^success. Mudug was occupied without resistance by
the Obbia column and the Mullah driven westwards, while
the Berbera force secured the Nog;al. A small flying column
sent by the Obbia force to pursue Mm was, however, compelled
to halt for want of supplies, and when it set out to rejoin the
main body its rearguard* was attacked and annihilated, while a
second detachment from the Berbera force was also compelled
to retreat. It then became necessary to cut loose from Obbia